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Monday 14th October



There is a difference to being able 

to read and being a reader

We want all our children 

to be readers.



What reading have you 

done today?





To navigate life we need to read.



Kumon UK (2011)

Research shows that 16-

year-olds who read a 

book at least once a 

month were 

"significantly" more likely 

to be in a professional or 

managerial position at 

the age of 33 than those 

who did not read. It is 

thought reading has a 

major role to play in 

developing independent 

learners.



My child can read so what 

should I do now?



Reading at St Paul’s
Children should be able to 

read around 90% of their 

reading book fluently.

Reading Spine books are not 

phonetically decodable and are 

designed to be enjoyed 

together.



Even if your child is a confident 

reader they will still get stuck 

with some words.

What should you do?



Try to avoid telling your child the 

word. 

Instead:

• Can they sound it out?

• Can they see any words within 

the word?

• Are there any pictures that might 

give them a clue?

• Can they miss the word out 

and still make sense of the 

text?

• Can they substitute it with a 

word that they think will make 

sense in the text.



Did you know that the Government state that by the time 

your child reaches Year 2 they should be able to read 90 

words (of an age-appropriate text) in 60 seconds? 

This should not be speed reading, simply reading aloud with 

intonation, expression and most importantly fluency. 

Reading Fluency



What is reading fluency?
Reading fluency is the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and proper expression.

Does your child read like this?
They. read. every. word. like. this.

Or maybe you know a reader who trips over words. To them, reading is awkward and 
painful.

Some readers will read automatically and with little stumbling. But they 
readlikethiswithoutabreath.

Reading fluency is when someone reads smoothly with expression, they pay 
attention to punctuation, and read with inflection in his voice.



How can I help my child to be a 

fluent reader?



By the end of KS2 children 

need to be able to…



Our Totally Pawsome Gang



The three reading domains that we use the most 

when reading are:



If children don’t understand the words, how will 

they understand the context?

Don’t assume they understand. Help them to 

broaden their language by creating a curiosity for 

words.



How can you help your child?
Curiosity about language is key!

What does … tell 

us about the 

character?

What does … 

mean?

Are their any words 

within that word 

that you 

recognise?

Where have you 

heard that word 

before?

Can you use the 

word in your own 

sentence?



Explain the meaning of words 

in context

“When Edward was exploring the bookcase, he noticed something in the dark 

recesses of the shelf.” KS2 Reading Assessment 2018

Which of the following words is closest in meaning to recesses? 

Tick one. 

• Wood

• Space

• Contents

• Design



I can retrieve and record 

information

• To understand a text your brain must hold onto some key information.

• In order to become better at this skill children need to be taught and 

practise.

What can 

you see?



Retrieve and record information
Ensure children can recall events and details from the text.

What does … do?

The story is told 

from whose 

perspective?

Who did…?

Who is…?

How did … do 

that?



Inferring is a skill many 

children find more 

challenging



I observe… this suggests…

What can 

you infer?



Inference questions

What impression 

do you get of the 

main character?

Why did a 

character do 

something?

Why does a 

character feel a 

certain way?

How does the 

character feel and 

how do you know?



Help children make links

Text to self knowledge

Text to world knowledge

Text to text knowledge



Book Talk

Dinner Party

If the characters in your book sat down at your dinner 

party who would you sit next to each other and why? 

Who would you want to sit next to? What would you 

ask them?



Book Talk

Pocket Money

If (named character) from your book had some pocket 

money what would they buy and why? If they had 

£10? £50?



Book Talk

Presents

If you could buy one present for each character in 

your book what would it be and why?



Book Talk

Backpack

If you found a character’s backpack what items would 

be inside? Why?



St Paul’s Reading Spine

Reading for 

pleasure

These are changed every 3 weeks!



St Paul’s Reading Spine 

journals









Home reading books

Your child should be able to read at least 90% of this 

book independently.

Mixture of fiction and non-fiction texts.

Closely matched to your child’s reading ability.

Age appropriate.



Reading Records

• We expect children to read everyday. 

• Reading records are collected in on a Monday and Friday (in KS2)– these 

are checked by staff and children not reading are asked to read at playtime.

• Record how much your child has read and sign their reading record. Any 

additional comments are very helpful.

• If a book is too hard, easy or unenjoyable please let us know and we will 

change it.

• In KS2 children select their own reading books.



Anything goes

To be a successful reader you need to read.



Top Tips

Make it fun!

Make it part of everyday routine

Enjoy books together

Model a positive attitude to reading



Take home
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