
KS2 Reading Workshop



Why is reading important?
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Here’s how many words children would have 
heard by the time they were 5 years old: 
• Never read to, 4,662 words.
• 1–2 times per week, 63,570 words.
• 3–5 times per week 169,520 words.
• Daily, 296,660 words.
• Five books a day, 1,483,300 words.





In Year One children sit a phonics screening check. 

Once children have obtained their basic phonics knowledge 

they can read – the next step is to:

• Develop fluency 

• Continue to develop understanding.



By the time your child reaches Year 2 they should be able to read 90 words (of an 

age-appropriate text) in 60 seconds.

This should not be speed reading, simply reading aloud with intonation, 

expression and most importantly fluency. 

As children get older the target number of words, they read in 60 seconds (90 

words) does not increase; simply the complexity of the texts change. 

Can your child read 90 words in 60 seconds? 



Reading fluency is the ability to read with speed, accuracy, and 
proper expression.

What is Reading Fluency?

You might recognise a reader that reads like this:

They. read. every. word. like. this.

Or maybe you know a reader who trips over words. To them, reading is awkward 
and painful.

Some readers will read automatically and with little stumbling. But they

readlikethiswithoutabreath.Sometimestheydon’tevenpausefor breath.

Reading fluency is when someone reads smoothly with expression, they pay 
attention to punctuation, and read with inflection in his voice.



How can you help?

Try echo reading. 

Model reading a phrase with expression 

and get your child to repeat the phrase 

back using the same intonation and 

expression. Try this activity over a longer 

section of text.



How can you help?

Repeat readings. 

Choose an engaging text no more than 

100-200 words in length. Allow your child 

to read it through several times. They 

might want to time themselves and note 

how long it takes to read the passage. 

Alternatively, read the text for 1-2 minutes 

and count how many words they read. 

Repeat this activity on numerous 

occasions – does their speed improve?



How can you help?

Sight Words

Work on your child’s sight words. Use the 

handout of list of Year 1 and 2 common 

exception words that all children would 

benefit from being able to read on sight.



How can you help?

Be a good role model

Read aloud to your child to model reading 

fluency. No matter the age of your child the 

opportunity to hear a fluent reader and 

copy their reading will be of benefit.



How can you help?

Time

Give your child time to read. Build reading 

into your daily routine providing sufficient 

time to become engrossed and lost in a 

book.





By the end of KS2 children 

need to be able to…





The three key reading domains 

are



What is the difference between 

retrieval and inference skills?







I observe… this suggests…



How does Epimetheus feel about his marriage to Pandora? 

Use evidence from the text to support your view.



I can explain the meaning of 

words in a text



Explain the meaning of words 

in context
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Activities we do in school

Can you think of another word for ‘longed’



Anything goes

To be a successful reader you need to read.



Audio books



Reading Records

• The best way to develop your child’s reading is to read everyday.

• Reading records are collected in on a Monday and Friday – these are 

checked by staff and children not reading are asked to read at playtime.

• Record how much your child has read and sign their reading record. Any 

additional comments are very helpful.

• If a book is too hard, easy or unenjoyable please let us know and we will 

change it.

• In KS2 children select their own reading books.



Top Tips

Make it fun!

Make it part of everyday routine

Enjoy books together

Model a positive attitude to reading


